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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
FALLEN ANGELS. 


Mesers. Editors,—There is considerable said hy Cal 
yinist Ministers about the fallen angels. When they 
wish 
them forth as beings destitute of the mercy of God, 
and on whom Christ had no compassion. 
have placed these rebels beyond the reach of mercy. 
they then compare their situation with that of man.— 
The conclusion is, man is much more highly favored 
then these angelic rebels, for the former has the offer of 
mercy through the merits of Christ, whereas the lattes 
never had, nor ever will have the offer of salvation. 

You would oblige one of your subscribers by pub- 
lishing in your useful Magazine, all the scripture testi- 
mony on the subject, and adding what remarks you 
may think proper. Cz 


Concord, N. H. Sept. 5, 1825. 





REMARKS, 


One of the most astonishing instances of thouchtless 
credulity among modern christians, is, the implicit faith 
they yield to the common story about fallen angels. ~ 
The story is briefly as follows: 
creation of the world, the Devil. who was aun angel of 
the highest rank in heaven, took offence that he was 
required to worship the Son. 
bellion, and seduced a host of other angels, who with 
him attempted to dethrone the Almighty. 
were all soon overcome, hurled into hell 
there amidst roaring flames and endless tortures. 


Not long before the 


He determined on re- 


But they 


lack, J oes not this text assert that certain angels sinned, 


cast down to hell? Let us for once, admit 


'that it does; still it must be observed that these angels 


and were 


| cannot be that Devil and his host, so much talked of, 


who are abroad in all the earth, tempting all men to 


}sin; because these are delivered into chains, to be re- 


to enforce the love of God to man, they bring | 


served unto judgment. If they are confined in chains, 


| they certainly are not wandering about, leading men 


After they | 





, and confined | 


astray. The common story about the fallen angels re- 
presents them, also, to have been instantly consigned 


to torture unceasing: 


=? 


but the angels Peter speaks of, 
were reserved unto judgment. The reader sees, by 
this time, that Peter’s remarks do not entirely agree 
with the orthodox notion, put what interpretation we 
will on them. we must ask 
the reeder to look at the passage again,—to open his 
Bible at the place,—and he will perceive that Peter 


But to come to the point; 


does not here speak in the way of assertion, but only 
in reference to something already understood by his 
brethren. He does vot attempt to inform them that 
certain angels did sin, and were cast down to hell, &c. 
(in which case he would have made such a statement 
of particulars as that the whole subject might have 
been understood from his own words) but he alludes to 
some acconnt, with which they were already suffi 
ciently familiar, for the purpose of drawing a moral re- 
flection from it: ‘**for 1r God,” says he, “‘spared not 
the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell and 
delivered them info chains of darkness to be reserved 
unto judgment; and spared pot the old world, &c.&c. 
the Lord knoweth” [here is the moral reflection | 
“how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to 


At|reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be pun- 
the same time it is said they are wandering over the jis hed.” 


This is the important point he is endeavoring 


whole earth, present at once in all places, and tempt- ito impress on their minds; and for this purpose, he in- 


ing mankind to all the sins they commit. 


How this a- | cidentally alludes to some account, then current, con- 
grees with their being closely confined, we are not told. | cerning certain angels. 


lhe reader will now perhaps 


God, it is said never pities them, nor allows them the | ask, What was that account 2 What was the case of the 


possibility of reforming and escaping frem his inexora- | angels, to which he alluded ? 


ble wrath. 


All this is believed, and what is unaccountable, be- | 


lieved asa scripture truth,—as an account delivered to | subject before us. 


us in the Bible ; 
in the Bible. 


reasonable enough to make the following trial which | aginary powers,—that it is impossible to ascertain from | fectionate heart. 
Let them try to finda | Peter's 
Ist. That what is 


will infallibly decide the case. 
passage in the Bible which asserts, 
called the Devil in scripture, was first an angel in 
heaven. 2d. That ar angel in heaven was called on 
and refused to worship the Son. 3d. That he seduc- 
edother angels to revolt. 4th. That such a company 
of celestial rebels was thrown from heaven into hell; 
and Sth. That God has prohibited them from repent- 
ance, and destined them to endless torture. Let those 
that doubt, we say, try whether they can find a single 
passage in all the Bible which asserts any one of the 
fore going propositions, and they will be satisfied that 
the whole story is a mere fable. 

The only passages in the scriptures, which can be 
thought to resemble any one particular in the preced 
ing story, are Rev. xii. 7-9. 2 Peter ii. 
6. As the passage in Rev. is explained by all com- 
mentators whom we have read, to be only a Jizurative 
Fepresentation of certain, events that have befallen the 
Christian church, it is needless for us to remark on it. 
The passage in Peter reads thus: ‘For if God spared 
bot the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 


and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be re- 


Served unto judgment;—” The reader will perhaps 


| 
| 





4, and Jude. 


We must answer, It is 
impossible to tell, as the original account alluded to, is 
not extant. If we had that, we should have the whole 
The fact is, the word angel is ap- 


sometimes to men, and sometimes to tn- 


reference, what ought to be understood hy if 
and that without the original account, ali our 
| conclusions are mere conjectures. 

The passage in Jude is an imitation of that in Peter ; 
or, rather, the same passage, repeated with a little va- 
riation in the words. 


here; 


He begins by saying that it was 


needful for him to exhort his brethren to contend for! 
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that to them was reserved the blackness. of darkness 
forever. 

We must here carefully observe two things: Ist. 
That the case of the angels was one which St. Jude 
supposed his brethren knew before; 2c. That he now 
only pul them in remembrance of it, for the purpose of 
reminding them how God dealt with the rebellious in 
general, and how he would deal with those /filihy 
dreamers in particular, who were then troubling the 
church. 

Had it been St. Jude’s design, instead of barely put- 
ting his brethren in remembrance of what they before 
knew, to give them some information concerning those 
angels, he would doubtless have expressed himself so 
as that we could understand the matter from his own 
account; this, however, he did not attempt, but left 
the subject just as Peter left it. MARCUS. 





FOR FHE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
UNIVERSAL SALVATION, 


A friend informs me that some of our religious oppo- 
nents have urged that 2d Peter iii. 9th militates against 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation, inasmuch as it 
supposes that some perish notwithstanding the will of 
God to the contrary. 

In reply to this argument it may be suggested, that 
although there be a sense in which the scriptures 
speak as if certain events were not according to the 
divine will, yet there is another in which they posi- 
tively assert, that God ‘‘worketh all things after the 
council! of his own will.’ Perhaps the parable of the 
prodigal will assist in siving us a correct solution of 
this subject. 

In one view of this case, it seems proper to say, that 
when the son was spendimg his portion in a prodigal 
manner, and following the blind dictates of youthful 
passions, he was not doing»the will of his father; for 
all this conduct was a violation of the parental coun- 
sel and advice. Furthermore, it seems proper to say, 
in the above sense, that the sufferings which the folly 


when in fact there is not a word of it | | plied to so many different things,—sometimes to spiri- lof tbis youth brought upon him, ia place of being, 
If any doubt this assertion, let them be | ‘taal beings, 


‘agreeable to the parent’s will, were a grief to his af- 


J 


. . . . ' 
the faith once delivered to the saints, because certain | 
ungodly, licentious men had crept in unawares, deny- | 


ing the Lord that bought them. He theu proceeds: 
**] will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye 
once knew this, how that the Lord, 
people out of the land of Egypt, afterwards destroyed 
them that believed not; and the angels which kept 
not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he 
hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness, 


having saved the 


,unto the jadgment of the great day ; even as Sodom 





and Gomorrah,” &c. &c. 
the fate of the people who believed not, of the angels 
that kept not their first estate, of Sodom, Xc. to repre- 
sent the fate of those ungodly men of whom he had 
just spoken, and who had crept in unawares among his 
brethren. He calls them fi/iiy dreamers, spots in their 


He goes on, making use of 


feasts of charity, ciouds without water, &c. and says, 





Yet if we ask whether the father 
did not know what his sou’s conduct would be, and 
whether he did not will to let him learn, by expe- 
rieuce, the evil consequences of unlawful pleasure’, 


| and whether the pain of hunger, which bronght him to 


a determination to return to his father’s house, were 
| subservient to his will, we must answer in the affirma- 
tive. \\hen the prodigal said, *lo | perish with hun- 
ger,’ there was a sense in which this perishing was 
pot agreeable to the father’s will’; and yet as it oper- 
rated to eflect the reformation of the disobedient, it was 
consistent with the will of the father, So when we, 
who are parents, chastise our sons, whom we love, we 
do it not because the sufferings of our children are a- 
greeable to us, but because we design what is so un- 
pleasant to our feeling, for the future benefit of the 
objects of our love. 


We finda passage 


“] 


in the 3d of Lamentations, which 
seems to apply exactly to our subject. See verse 31st, 
&ec. ‘For the Lord will not cast off forever; but 
though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion ac- 
cording to the multitade of his mefcies. For he doth 
not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.” 
Here it is stated that Gad does not afflict willing}, 

but we are not to understand’ that he daes not wii to 








sn aw aa RRS ES TSE NE AiG 


Wagan 8 ev ae ec cs i» 


in atin A 











62 





- = LE A ST ES - . nate — a Sane 


afflict, but that he does not afflict for the sake of af- 
fliction, as the end which he bas in view ; but that he 
administers affliction as a necessary means of produc- 
ing that moral state, in which the children of men may 
enjoy his compassion according to the multitude of his 
mercies. 

It seems consistent with the sentiment above support- 
ed, to conclude that the divine Being administers no 
suffering that he does not design for a gracious purpose, 
embracing the good of those who are exercised by it. 
It appears unreasonable to contend, from the forego- 
ing scriptural doctrine, that the divine Goodness will 
be forever withheld from any. 
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or pretend to be his judge, for he, being absolutely 
sovereign, can be accountable to none ; but it would 
be most absurd to suppose, that because accountable 
to none, therefore he can act contrary to his own nature 
and perfections, that itis possible for him to deviate 
from the infinite rectitude of his wisdom and love, or 
ever do what is not wisest and best to be done for the 
good of the whole universe of creatures. It has been ar- 
gued, that as sinners have no right to the divine fa- 
vour, no claim to salvation and everlasting life, God 
may, without acting contrary to bis righteousness, se- 
lect a part of them as objects of his love, save them, 





But if men will be un-| make them eternally happy ; while the rest are left 


reasonable, and endeavor to make more of an expres-'to perish in their sins, are lost te eternity. We 


sion found in the oracles of truth than was intended by 
the writer; and if in doing thus they depend on sup- 
porting the doctrine of endless punishment by frustrat- 
ing the divine will, they must then be defeated by 
their own argument; for this argument can never be | 
supported by that will which it frustrates. The will 
of the creature then must maintain this suffering while 
it endures ; which shows that if it remain to all eterni- 
ty it will have the will of the sufferer for its support. 
But this cannot be reconciled with what our opposers 
so often assert, that souls in the hereafter torments 
would give a thousand worlds, if at their disposal, for 


one momeot’s opportunity te repent and be forgiv- 
en. H. B. 





From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 
LETTERS ON ELECTION. 
BY RICHARD WRIGHT OF GLASGOW, (SCOTLAND. ) 
LETTER I. 


Dear Sir,—The question of your Brighton Carres- 
pondent relates to a subject which has frequently ex- 
ercised my thoughts ; and as the investigation thereof 


_need not stop to show how diametrically opposite such 
reasoning is to the discoveries which God hath been 
pleased to afford us of his justice and grace, in the 
lively oracles ; the absurdity of it will be sufficiently 
evident, if we only observe that the righteousness re- 
quired of Christians consists not in their rendering to 
others according to their strict and proper desert ; but 
in their doing to all, that which is most consistent with 
the genuine spirit of Christianity : hence christians are 
commanded to love their enemies, to do good to them 
that hate them, vot to render evil for evil, &c. When 
christians act contrary to these maxims, when they so 
far forget their own character as to act from any prin- 
ciple but love, even towards their greatest enemies, 
when they cease to aim at ‘heir good, they violate the 
precepts of Christ, consequently are guilty of unrighte- 
ousness, It may fairly be demanded, Are christians 
called to be righteous on a differeut principle, accord- 
ing to a different rule, than that which their heavenly 
Father exemplifies in his conduct towards all his crea- 
tures? No; in all these things they are called to imi- 
tate him; to be holy, because their Lord God is holy; 
to be perfect as their Father in heaven is perfect. The 
righteousness of God must be infinitely superior to 
what any creature can attain, because it consists in 
his acting at all times, to every creature, not according 





may be attended with real proiit, ] send you the fol- 


lowing observations : _to the strict merit or demerit of the creature ; but like | 


That absolute sovereignty over all creatures, in all' 
parts of the universe, throughout all periods of dura-| 
tion, belongeth to God, ought not, cannot be denied, 
by any one who hath attained to just conceptions of | 
the Eternal Power and Godhead. That such an ab- 
solute sovereign is possessed of the indisputable right 
of electing individuals, or nations of men, to stand 
in whatever relation to himself, to enjoy whatever 
blessings, and to answer whatever purposes among the 
creatures, he sba!! chose of his own good pleasure, can- 
not be denied. without evident self-contradiction : for 
if such right of electing be denied: thea the absolute 
sovereignty of God is virtually given up. That Jeho- 
vah hath of his own good pleasure elected both indi- 
viduals and nations, may, I think, be clearly proved 
from the Scriptures ; but that he had a regard for all 
his creatures, in electing a part of them, is, I think, 
equally capable of proof, from the same Scriptures. 

The sovereignity of God has frequently been brought 
forward to establish such notions of his designs, works, 
and ways, as outrage every just conception of his 
righteousness, wisdom, and goodness. Upon such 
misaplication of the divine sovereignty has been built 
election as a bill of exclusion, cutting off from any share 
in the mercy and grace of God, innumerable multi- 
tudes of his creatures ; whereby he who is Love, and 
al! whose perfections are infinite, has been represented 
as partial, acting without any design of universal be- 
nevolence, as doing that which po reasoning can make 
appear to be right for love to do: which representa- 
tron limits the Most High, for it limits love, which he 
ig said to be, and consequently which must be infi- 
nite. 

Wrong conteptions of the righteousness or justice of 
God, have been another source of false notions of elec- 
tion. Undoubtedly whatever God doth must be right, 
for May apy creature dare to arraign him at his bar 


of God consists in a partial attachment to some, and a 


; saints. 


himself, according to his own glorious character and 
perfections, doing that for every creature, which is 





wost fit and proper for infinite wisdow and goodness i) 
do. Suppose, on the contrary, that the righteousness 
mere retaliation upon others, without any regard to 
their benefit; then his righteousness is degraded be- | 
low the righteousness which he requireth of all his | 


Though many persons have considered the sove- 
reignty, and righteousness or justice of God, as main 
pillars of Calvinian election, upon a caretul review, 
they will be found to yield it no support. The sove- 
reignty of God, is the sovereigitty of infinite love, cov- 
sequently of love which is unbounded in extent, mag- 
nitude, and duration ; for it bounded in any seuse it 
would not be infinite, and if not intinite it could not be 
what God himself is, but God is love. 
ty of this love is manifested by the abounding of grace 
much more than sip hath abounded ; and its absolute 
dominion will be fully displayed, when grace shiali 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life, Rom. v. 
20,21. What can this sovereighty have todo with an 
election, which is supposed to leave a great part of 
mankind in misery. and siv reigning over them to all 
eternity? With a choice of one part, which is supposed 
to shine with greater lustre, because all the rest are 
cut off irom all effectual means of recovery, world 
without end? The sovereighty of God can have 
nothing to do with such an election as this. Though, 


The sovereign- 


on the ground of their own desert, sinners cauclaim no 
blessing from the hand of divine Justice, but have rea- 
son to dread the most alarming punishment ; yet as his 
righteousness consists in his acting towards every 
creature according to the rectitude of bis own nature, 
which is love, it is evident bis righteousness would 








forbid his making such an election of one part of his | 
. ‘ 





a 


creatures, as should prevent his doing every thing that 


love can do for the happiness of the rest, let theiy sin 
and demerit be ever so great. 

Election, like every thing else that is of God, origi. 
nated in love; the love of God extends to the whole 
world; this is fully manifested by his sending his Son 
to be the Saviour of the world, John iii. 16, 17; but if 
the love. of God, which is the cause of election, ex. 
tendstothe whole, then election must be intended for 
the good of the whole. 


(To be Continued.) 








From the Gospel Truths, 
ANECDOTAL TRUTHS, 


A zealons Calvinist io preaching from the 26th verse 
of the 72d Psalm, introduced his subject by observing, 
that Holy David was a bright example of what every 
christian ought to be. He said David was afflicted 
and troubled like all the other children of God, and 
that his righteous soul was most vered and plagued, 
when he beheld the prosperity of the wicked, and he 
would have envied their situation and murmured a- 
gainst God, had he not been made acquainted with 
their final end. But when he saw them standing on 
slippery places just ready to plunge into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, which flamed below, he was sa/is- 
fied, and willing to endure a few more sorrows. The 
preacher told his bréthren they must take comfort and 
double their patience ; fur all the blessings which God 
bestowed on the wicked, were bu! curses in disguise, 
designed to dazzle their eyes with the prospect of good, 
till suddenly, there would break from beneath thema 
volcanic eruption, and swallow them alive in the pains 
of hell forever. Now, said the preacher, dear breth- 
ren, we are no better by nature than the wicked, and 
this moment as much deserve to be damned! ..O whata 
wonder! whata wonder it is that a God of infinile wis- 
dom, infinite gooduess and infinite power, should save 
one such hell-deserving creature! And what a mira- 
cle of miracles will it be, when our God saves all the 
righteous '! , 


ANECDOTE. 


A famous divine of orthodox principles was heard to 
declare in a sermon on Prayer, not long siace, that con- 
descension was one of the glorious perfections of Deity ; 
that nothing short of infinite condescension would ad- 
mit of his opening his holy ears, even to the songs of 
avgels; for he charged his avgels with folly and the 
heavens were unclean in his sight. But that the God 
to whom we were exhorted to pray, had condescended 
to hear the half-uttered prayers which proceeded 
from our lips. Yes, said the preacher, if | may be al- 
lowed the expression, God condescends to stoop from 
his throne iu heaven, and’puts his ear to the lips of his 
people, and listens to their whzspers of prayer, that he 
way have an excuse” to bestow blessings on gully sin- 
ners like ourselves,—ib. 





Just Published and for Sale at this Office, 
Rev. Mr. Cobb’s Sermon. 


We have just received a Sermon preached by Rev. 
S. Cups, before the Eastern Association, last June, 
from Acts xvii. 30, 31, ‘And the tames of this igno- 
rance Gud winked al; but now commandelh all men 
erery where lo repent: Because he hath appointed a 
day, in thr which he will judge the world in righteous- 
ness, by thal man whom he hath ordained, whereof he 
hath g-ven assurance unto all men, in that he hath rais- 
ed him fromthe dead.» We feel at a loss for terms to 
express our uncommon gratification with this perior- 
mance. For clearness of illustration, and impressive 
manrier, we have seldom, if ever, kuown it surpassed ; 
and we earnestly recommend it tothe attention of our 
readers, both in the city and country. 








See ee S&S | =F § we 


= —_— = 





— 


From the (Providence) Christian Telescope. 


CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY. 


— 


eep emotions of heart-felt gratitude to the 
iles the hearts of the children of men, we 
breakings forth of light in the different 
heritage of the Lord, and the dark clouds 
of prejudice, which have so long obscured the mora} 
peauty of the church, disappearing Sone the power 
ful rays of its heavenly effulgence. Creede of Churches, 
although believed, are not adored, nor in all cases, 
considered as the terms of christian friendship, or suf- 
pose as barriers to the mild and amiable 


With d 
Being who rt 
behold the 
parts of the 


fered to inter ; 
virtues of charity and friendship. 
The time seems to have arrived, or rather returned, 


when the professed followers of Christ begin to be cis- 


posed to test the character of the tree by the quality of | 


“ts fruit, rather than condemn both, merely because 
the tree has taken root beyond the limits of their en- 
closure, ard sheds its wholesome fruits in a different 
section of the heritage of our common Lord. This 
state of the christian community is what we have long 
ardently desired to see, though we dic not anticipate 


its appearance so soon ; We may therefore say, ‘*Our! 


redemption is nearer than when we believed.”’ 

We are about to record an example of christian can- 
dor and liberality, which is deserving of unqualified 
approbation, and is worthy of being observed for the 
imitation of all the churches in christendom. A mem- 
ber of a respectable church in this town has been dis- 
missed by them at his own request, with a full and 
clear understanding that it was for the purpose of be- 
coming a member of the Universalist Church. Nor 
has this been done hastily, and without consideration, 
as their Letter of dismission clearly shows. We will 
here transcribe the letter, that our numerous readers 
may award to them the meed of praise which is justly 
their due. 


LETTER OF DISMISSION,. 


“At areeular meeting of the Stewards and Leaders 
of the Methodist E. Church, in the town of Providence, 
held at the house of Br. Daniel Field, July 11, 1825, 
Br. Oliver Remington came before said meeting and 
requested a dismission from said Church. Voted, that 
the request uf Br. Remington be referred to our next 
meeting,—which was held at the house of Jame Snow, 
jr. July 25, 1825.—Voted, that Br. Oliver Remington 


be dismissed, agreeably to his request.—And we fur- | 


ther state, we know nothing against bis moral char- 
acter. 

“A copy, from the Steward’s Book of Records. 

(Signed) LoweL. ADAMS, Recorder.” 

It wonld give us sincere pleasure, could we record 
similar instances of frankness and liberality in the pro- 
ceedings of other churches in this town. We have no 
doubt of the readiness of the Unitarian Church to 
practice after the same worthy example, should an oc- 
casion of this description occur among them: But of 
some other churches, we are constrained to say, that 
experience has taught us to expect nothing better from 
themthan the immediate expulsiou of those who become 


Universalists, except in cases where they are rich, and | 


contribute largely to the support of the Minister, or ob- 


serve such silence respecting their faith in Christ as | 


the church may see fit to dictate: Nor ought we to 
expect any thing more favorable from them, till the 
Period is brought about by divine wisdom, when some 
favored instrument shall be blessed to their conviction, 


that piety and pure christian faith shall not die with 
them. 


”__—..... 





Anecdote of the Rev. Richard Wright. 


In the numerous missionary excursion of the Rev. 
Richard Wright he met with various incidents, a re 
lation of which not only shows the strength of preju- 
dice with which his efforts were resisted, but proves the 


UNIVERSALIST 


MAGAZINE. 


talent and address with which he always triumphed 
over difficulties. 

The following anecdote respecting some circum- 
sf{ances of his first visit to Thorne in Yorkshire, is from 
page 75 of the memoirs of his life. : 

‘*'We soon got into conversation on religion subjects, 
and Dr. Priestley’s name happened to he mentioned, 
I perceived it excited alarm, which led me to ask if 
any of them had known him, or seen any of his writ- 
ings. They replied they had neither known bim nor 
seen any of his writings ; but had Jearned he was a 
very bad man, and maintained very dangerous doc- 
trines. IJ said, of his doctrines I will now say nothing, 
but I will give some account of his character.—This | 
accordingly did,in particular of the manner in which he 
had borne il] treatment and persecution, and the spirit 
which he had manifested towards his persecutors; and 
warned them against giving implicit credit to what 
they heard about men and their doctrines of whom 
‘they had no personal knowledge. This! perceived 
had a good effect. After I bad talked some time, my 
hostess said “I hope, sir, you are not an Arian.”’ I re- 
plied, ‘‘No | am not, I never was an Arian.”? She re- 
| joined, ‘Had you been an Arian, I dared not tolet you 








| sleep in my house.’? Had she known as much of me 
| as she did some time after,* she would have thought 
| me still worse than an Arian; but at the time she had 
no idea of any thing more frightful than an Arian: nor 
did I finda lodging at her house after my first visit.” 





* Mr. Wright was an Unitarian and Universalist 
| like Dr. Priestley. 





Charles Carrel and John Adams. 


The venerable CHARes CARROL, of Maryland, at- 
tained his eighty-ninth year on the 2Ist ult. His ven- 
erable compatriot Jonny Apams, will have completed 
his ninetieth year on the 30th October.— Pat. 


—_—— 3 ae 
FRANKLIN ASSOCIATION, 


Notice is hereby given, that the Franklin Associa- 
{ tion of Unirersalis!s will meet at Wilmington, Vt. on 
‘the third Wednesday in October int., agreeably to 
,adjournment. All mivistering brethren who can make 


! . 

\it convenient are requested to attend, and all Univer- 
' salist Societies in this region are invited to send one or 
more delegates each. Jonny Brooks, Clerk. 


Bernardston, 4uy. 25, 1825. 
> S 





—l 36 


“The Candid Examiner.” 


that the Hymn in his 8th No., signed S. Finca, ought 
to have heen credited to our paper, in which it was 
published some years since, sigued Hl. B. 





CALVINISM. 





The following is from Nicholson’s Encyclopedia. It 
| is presented to our readers that they may learn what 
/Calvinism is, which they would not be likely to un- 
‘derstand by hearing the clergy of that denomination 
preach. A hope is also entertained that the reader 
| will carefully compare the several parts of this senti- 
ment, and be able to judge accurately of their agree- 
ment. One question should be kept in mind, (viz.) 
Does Calvinism allow the possibility of the salvation of 
those who were not, from all eternity, elected; and 
perhaps it would be well to have an eye on the ques- 
tioo, whether, according to this sentiment, it be possi- 
ble for any of the elect to be forever Jost. 

People, in general, who aftend on the ministry of 
Calvinistic preachers, never learn that all meo may 
\aot be saved by complying with what the preacher 
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calls the terms of the gospel, or that all men may not 
be lost by rejecting them. 


“CALVINISTS, a sect of Christians who derive their 
name from John Calvin, an eminent reformer, who 
was born at Nogen in Picardy, in the year 1509. He 
first stulied the civil laws, and was afterwards 
made professor of divinity at Geneva, in the yeae 
1536. 

The name of Calvinists seems to have been given at 
first to those who embraced not merely the doctrine, 
but the church government and discipline established 
at Geneva, and to distinguish them from the Luthe- 
rans. But since the meeting of the synod of Dort, the 
name has been chiefly applied to those who embrace 
his leading views of the gospel, to distinguish them 
from the Arminians. The leading principles taught by 
Calvin were the same as those of Augustin. The 
main doctrines,by which those who are called after his 
name are distinguished from the Arminians, are reduc- 
ed to five articles; and which, from their being the 
principle points discussed at the synod of Dort, have 
since been denominated the five points. These are 
predestination, particular redemption, total depravity, 
effectual calling, and the certain perseverance of the 
saints. 

1. They maintain that God hath chosen a certain 
number of the fallen race of Adam in Christ, before 
the foundation of the world, unto eternal glory, ac- 
cording to his immutable purpose, arid of his free grace 
and love, without the leust foresight of faith, good 
works, or any conditions performed by the creature ; 
and that the rest of mankind he was pleased to pass 
by, and ordain to dishonor and wrath for their sivs, to 
the praise of his vindictive justice. 

2. They maintain that, though the death of Christ 
be a most perfect sacrifice and satisfaction for sins of 
infinite value, abundantly sufficient to expiate the sins 
of the whole world, and though on this ground the 
gospel is to be preached to al! mankind indiscriminate- 
iy, yet it was the will of God that Christ, by the blood 
of the cross, should efficaciously redeem ali those, and 
{those only, who were from eiernity elected to salva- 
lion, and given to him by the Father. 

3. They maintain that mankind are totally deprav- 
ed, in consequence of the fall of the first man, who, 
being their public head, his sin involved the corrup- 
tion of all his posterity ; and which corruption extends 
over the whole soul, and renders it uuabie to turn to 
God, or to do any thing truly good, and exposes it to 
his righteous displeasure, both in this world and that 
which is to come. 

4. Vbey maintain that all whom God hath predesti- 
nated unto life, he is pleased in his appointed time ef- 
fectually to call by his word and spirit, out of that 


The Editor of **The Candid Examiner” is informed | 8t#te of sin and death in which they are by nature, to 
| grace and salvation by Jesus Christ. They admit that 


the Holy Spirit, as calling men by the ministry of the 
gospel, may be resisted; and that where this is the 
case, ‘the fault is not in the gospel, nor in Christ of- 
tered by the gospel, nor in God calling by the gospel, 
and also conferring various gifls upon them ; but in the 
calling themselves. They conten, however, that 
where men come at the divine call, and are con verted, 
it is not to be ascribed to themselves, as though by 
their own free-will they made themselves to differ, but 
merely to him who delivers them from the power of 
darkness, and translates them into the kingdom of his 
dear Son, and whose regenerating influence is certain 
and efficacious.” 

Lastly, they maintain that those whom God has ef- 
fectually called and sanctified by his spirit, shall never 
finally fall from a state of grace. They admit that 
true believers may fall partially, and would fall totally 
and finally but for the mercy and faithfulness of God, 
who keepeth the feet of his saints: also, that he who 
bestoweth the grace of perseverance bestowetl it by 
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exhortations, threatenings, and promises: boi thet 
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none of these things imply the possibility of a believ- 
er’s falling from a state of justification. 

Some think Calvin, though right in the main, yet 
carried things too far: these are commonly known by 
the name of Moderate Calvinists. Othevs think he 
did not go far enongh; and these are known by the 
name of High Calvinists. It ix proper to add, that the 
Calvinistic system inclodes in it the doctrine of three 
co-ordinate persons in the Godhead, in one nature; and 
of two natures in Jesus Christ, forming one person.— 
Justification by faith alone, or justification by the im- 
puted righteousness of Christ, forms also an essential 
part of this system. They suppose that on the one 
hand our sins are imputed to Christ, and on the other 
that we are justified by the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness to us; that is, Christ, the innocent, was 
treated by God as if he were guilty, that we, the 
guilty, might, out of regard to what he did and suffer- 
ed, be treated as if we were innocent and righteous. 
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From the Gospel Luminary. 


CHURCH AND STATE. 


We confess that in commencing the Gospel lumi- 
mary. we did not apprehend so much danger from ef- 
forts to establish a Church and State Religion in our 
country, as we are at present compelled to. But in 

viewing the figure cut by various societies established 

in our country, under the imposing name of “religious,” 

we are irresistably led to apprehend the period not far 

distant, when open and violent efforts will be 

made to unite church and state together, even in this 

country. This object with its various branches, bas 

for years been gradually tending towards its ultimate 

end. Much has been said about sending missionaries 

to christianize the heathen; and the education of 
young men, to fit them forthe ministry. For these ob- 

jects even millions of dollars have been expended, and 

what hasbeen accomplished? It is really to be fear- 

ed, that in many places where such missionaries have 

been sent, that there is now a less willingness to hear 

the plain simple gospel, then there was before they ob- 

truded themselves. The reason is obvious; the plan 

is rotten at the bottom, and is principally based on 

money. Missionary obtruders, would probably be less 

by fifty per cent, was the roof of all evil withheld from 

them in that ratio. There are at present too many ef- 

forts to support missionary gentilily ; and it is to be 

feared, that frequently more of the gentleman is <ent to 

missionate, than there is of the self-denying christian. 

Human embellishments can never constitute a know- 

ledge of the way to everlasting life, nor qualify a man 

to teachit. Give us poor fishermen, or despised taw-| 
gatherers ; ifthe Lord sends them, and they have the 

word of bis grace in their souls, they will do more good 

than all the dandy-cuf missionaries that could stand 

between Dan and Beersheba. 

In addition tothe present missionating system, a na- 

tional engine of power has been erected in New-York 

City, enstampted with the title of **Nafzonal Tract 

Socrety.”’ This combination is made up of Presbyte- 

rians, Baplists, Episcopalians and Methodis/s, associat- 

ed together. ‘The plan however appears to have been 
set on foot by the Presbyterians, as an overt advance 
of theirs towards a national religion. The other or 

ders in (heir enlistment into this fraternity, appear to 
have been rather hoodwinked. A circular is now 
pissing through different parts of our country, said to 
be sent out by the Presbyteriaus, praising the liberal- 
ity of those sects towards each other, in Uniting their 
strength together in the national combination: re- 
commending, forsooth, the establishment of a national 
creed, aud an amalgamation of sentiments. This isat 
once letting us know what they are about. This cir- 
cular expresses the desire, to bare but one form of re- 
religion, Which must be national; the ministers of 
which must be educated aud paid by the general gov- 





ernment. ‘lhe clergy are to adopt a **nalional cos 
fume,’ which is to be solemn and imposing ; and such 
as will secure the sacerdotal character that reverence 
which is due to it. 

Such are the objects had in view by the most lead- 
ing party in the Na/eonal Tract Society ; and such are 
the plans on fo.t at the present day, for the establish- 
ment of a national religion. We rejoice, however, to 
learn that some of the other sects are not willing to be 
thus duped, nor to sacrifice their rights at the shrine 
of the priestly ambition of the Presbyterian clergy.— 
The Methodists were never fully satisfied with the 
plan on which the “ational Tract Society was organ- 
The Baptists 
are already jealous of their rights, and have sounded 
the alarm trumpet. The Columbian Star says, ‘‘there 
may be more reason to apprehend a powerful effort at 
no distant day, to establish a national religion in this 
country, than we are accustomed to suppose.”? This 
is indeed a word in season. Let the public mind be 
on the alert. Let every editor friendly to civil and re- 
ligious liberty, openly protest against the unhallowed 
Let the heralds of a free gospel, proclaim the 
Let the slumbering 


ized, nor were they of uniting with it. 


project. 
sound of liberty, long and loud. 
energies of the church be aroused, never to bow their 
necks to ecclesiastical bondage. God save the repub- 
lic of America from religious intolerance, and priestly 


usurpation ! 
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From the Massachusetls Spy. 
THE HOUR OF PEACE, 


O come sweet hour, the hour of peace, 
With heav’nly ray break thio’ the gloom, 
My wo-worn mind asks thy reiease, 
And chides the tomb. 


Here mis’ry bolds her silent reign, 
Here swift-wing’d sorrows fly, 
And embryo pleasures end in pain; 
They bloom to die. 
The springs of love in age are dry, 
Friendship is bat a transient gleam ; 
The youthful smile is manhood’s sigh ; 
For life’s a dream. 


There’s not for me one cheering ray 
To beam upon this vale of tears ; 
Time slowly moves—each hour’s a day, 
And days are years. 
But hark! I bear a still small voice ; 
It seems like music from above, 
It bids my youthful heart rejoice ; 
For God is love. 


When storms and tempests hurtle by, 
And swift wind’d bolts from heav’n descend, 
I°ll mourn vot, no, nor even sigh ; 
God is my Friend. 
Mercy will spread her wings abroad, 
Her watchiulness will never cease— 
I wait with patience, O my God. 
The hour of Peace. 


A PRAYER. 


O cleanse my soul, thou God of grace, 
From sin’s defiling powers, 

And may | through this mortal race, 
To Thee devote my hours. 


When straying from thy bless’d commands, 
May thy good spirit piead, 

And thou, from thy almighty hands, 
Supply my every need. 

Keep my strange heart from foolish pride, 
That I may humbly live, 
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That Jesus -.y my footsteps guide, 
Aud sweet enjoy ment give. 


O let not anger fill my breast, 
If thou should’st bless ry foe, 
Or murm’ring rob me of my rest, 
Should’st thou inflict the blow. 


May ! submit and own Thee just, 
iho’ tears should drown my eyes, 

Tho hope and life be near the dust, 
And midnight veil the skies; 


Still may I feel thy sov’reign aid, 
Still hold thy promise sure, 

And may thy grace and love display’d, 
Make me each trial well endure. 


Wilt thou, O gracious God, bestow 
Thy favors on this place, 

And make each harden‘d sinner bow, 
Before thy melting grace. 


Send copious showers of heavenly rain 
To cheer the fainting heart, 
Relieve each burden’d soul from pain, 


And light and joy impart. ORANS, 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


Ry Rev. H. Rallou, Mr. Nathan C. Mansfield to Miss 
Beteev L. Francis. Mr Daniel M’Alvin to Miss Eli- 
zabeth E. Merriam, all of Boston. 

By Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Edwin N. Barnes to Miss 
Betsey Lincoln, of Lancaster. 

Mr. Abel Murdock, of Roxbury, to Miss Margaretta 
Passepvger. 

At Trinity Church, by Rev. Dr. Gardiner, Mr. Jos- 
eph Lee Hunt to Miss Antonia Jane Herron Jones. 

By Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Joshua Brown to Miss Sa- 
rah S. Thomas. 

By Res. Mr. Bonner, Capt. Wm. Barrett to Miss 
Elizabeth Peterson. 

By Rev. Mr. Parkman, Mr. Ebenezer Scott to Miss 
Frances C. Russel 

By Rev. Mr. Taylor, Mr. Joseph Palmer to Miss 
Mary Lucy Loretto Charlotte Gorham, daughter of the 
late Mr. James G, 

By Rev. Mr. Wisner, Mr. L. S. Withington to Miss 
Sarah W. Manning. 

In Malden, Mr. Wm. Brown to Miss Wealthy Good- 
win. 

In Salem, Mr. Sylvester Kilham to Miss Betsey 
Burke, of Beverly. Mr. Gideon Wilkins to Miss Nan- 
cy Burke. Mr. Jaynes Campbell to Mrs. Sally Smith. 

In Lynn, Mr. Benjamin T. Richards to Miss Eliza- 
beth F. Currier. 

In Manchester, Mr. John W. Mann_ of Salem, to 
Miss Elizabeth Smith. 








DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Miss Elizabeth Neat, aged 26, daughter of the late 


\ Mr. John N, 


Abraham Wild, Esq. Councellor at Law, aged 35.-- 
Mr. Alexander Gault, aged 37, formerly of Bedford.— 
Mr. Japheth Lord, aged 31. 


On Monday last, Mr. Maynard Wheeler, of Sudbury, 
aged 22. 

In Cambridge, Sept. 30, Mrs Eunice Reed, aged 
76, widow oj the late Mr. Joseph R. 

In Chelmsford, 27th ult. Mrs. Hannah, wife of Mr. 
Stephen Pierce, aged 69. 

In Danvers, Mr. Vaniel Mears, aged 60. Mrs. Pliz- 
abeth Howe, wife of Mr. Frederick H. aged 37. 

In Lynn, Mrs. Mary, wife of Mr. Isaac Bassett, ag- 
ed 83, 


———— 
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John Manning, Esq. Gloncester, Mass. $2 
Mr. Z. Hamliv, Hyanues, Mass. 2 
S. Southwick, Agent, ieachmere Point, 6 
Flisha Volman, Koxbury, Mass. 2 
'Capt. Ambrose Martin, Marblehead, Mass. 2 
| Mr. Willard Caryl, Bernard, Vt. 2 
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